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Saying SO LONG to 2020!

Primrose students found different ways to celebrate the holidays in school this year, including sharing
their own traditions, heritage, and customs. They read several versions of gingerbread stories, such as
the traditional “Gingerbread Man” and the more recently written “Gingerbread Girl”, and then compared
and contrasted these tales of tricky adventures.

The Somers Middle School Bell Choir was unable to make its highly anticipated, local tour this year, but
that didn't stop them from getting together and making beautiful music. Click here to watch them perform
"Up on the Housetop."

Important correction: In the November 2020 edition of Tusker Nation, the names of
the newly elected leaders of the Student Council at Somers Intermediate School
were listed incorrectly. Ava Kovalyk was elected president and Henry Sposito was
elected vice president.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOsXVG-pGbU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOsXVG-pGbU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.somersschools.org/Page/9080


Taking Outside Opportunities

The students in Carolyn Grodio's third grade class celebrate reaching the outdoor classroom during their
physical education class hike.

The crunching of leaves is the soundtrack to this physical education class, punctuated by kids’ happy
shouts as they march up one of the hiking trails at Somers Intermediate School.

“I like hiking in gym class because it’s something we’ve never done before because this is a new school
to us,” says third-grader Gianna Villareale.

The hiking unit in phys ed at the intermediate school is a favorite among students, especially this year
when getting outside is more important than ever. The kids learn about following trail markers and using
maps for orienteering.

“I like the hiking trail because you get to discover new things in nature,” says third-grader Juliet Gjini.

“It is another lifelong activity that we can teach the kids,” says physical education teacher Ali Burnard.
“Some students have the perception that phys ed is only about sports. We hope this changes their
viewpoint while also encouraging them to lead a healthy lifestyle.”

The hike from the green trail to the white trail is about a half mile and leads to the outdoor classroom, built
by former student Kyle Tirpak as his Eagle Scout project.

Getting Creative with Art Club

A middle school Art Club breakout room on Zoom, focusing on cartooning.

Jackson Frankie wants to improve his skills in the area of shading. Curtis Dustin is working on cartooning.
Sam Dwyer is painting. They all have art teacher Gary Wanderlingh's attention on their personal projects
for one hour each week during the middle school Art Club. But like many traditional customs and events
this year, the art club has gone virtual. That shift has resulted in several surprising benefits.



"I've wanted to join in other years,” says eighth-grader Jackson Frankie, “But this year I had time because
other activities were canceled."

In a typical year, the 30 to 40 students who join Art Club can’t all fit in the classroom so they spill out into
the hallway. This year, 46 students joined the club, and thanks to Zoom, they can all meet in the same
“room.” The kids chose the best time and day to meet, and they voted for Tuesdays at 5pm so they would
have time to recharge after school and regain motivation.

“Everyone thought a hands-on subject wouldn’t work virtually,” says Wanderlingh, “But it’s been better in
some ways. I’m able to help each kid individually and they are fully focused when I’m demonstrating.”

Some middle school clubs, including the Technology Club and the Maker Club are still meeting in person,
albeit with limited enrollment and social distancing. The Drama Club and the Science Club have moved
online. Wanderlingh has found that the Zoom breakout rooms provide added benefits.

“Placing them in breakout rooms with people with whom they share a common interest has become a
social outlet for them,” says Wanderlingh. “They have fun.”

“I’m full eLearning,” says eighth-grader Sam Moschides, “And it is harder to get social interactions.
Something like art is always fun to do with friends, so this is how we socialize.”

No one knows what the next school year will bring, but it is possible that some of the forced changes of
this year may prove even better than the traditional customs.

"Ellie's" New Digs

"Ellie" the Elephant, the statue that greets all who enter Somers High School, now stands amidst a
beautiful garden, gifted by the Class of 2020. Ellie herself was gifted by the PTA for the Classes of 2016
and 2017, the Classes of 2018 and 2019, the Touchdown Club, the LEOs, Honey Do Men, Somers
Smiles, PCS Bank, and the Taylor family. Also in Ellie's garden is a tree dedicated to SHS student Reece
Ferrara by the Class of 2021. Ferrara was a freshman when he passed away in 2018.

Books for Break

Need books for the kids during break? There are
many online resources available through Somers
Schools.Our Library Media Specialists recommend
that each family register with the New York Public
Library. It is free and easy to do online. The
district also offers Sora, an online platform that
offers digital books through the Westchester Public
Library.
Click here and look on the left side of the page for
access instructions.

PTA Takes on Food Drive

https://www.nypl.org/library-card
https://www.somersschools.org/Page/9080


Somers PTA helped St Luke’s Food Pantry with the November 24th Thanksgiving food drive previously
organized by the Somers Schools. SHS PTSA provided community service hours to students who
donated food to the pantry. SMS PTA organized an Amazon Smile wish list for donations. Gift cards for
groceries were collected by the Primrose PTA. The food pantry helps feed between 150 and 180
individuals each week. Altogether, the Thanksgiving drive garnered 163 boxes, bags, and baskets of
holiday food and staples for our community.
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